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“Justice is conscience,
not a personal
conscience but the
conscience of the
whole of humanity .”

A
S

$2 Million se lement reached for Philadelphia
man who cut oﬀ one ﬁnger and injured another
while using a defec ve Ryobi table saw
half, he experienced a “kick‐back
incident” that resulted in his hand
making contact with the blade.
Mr. Mai’s injuries were primarily the
result of two defects in Ryobi’s
BTS‐10 table saw; the absence of
ﬂesh detec on technology, and a
Messa & Associates has se led a
faulty, ineﬀec ve guard design. In
products liability case against Ryobi January 2002, Ryobi signed a
Technologies, Inc. and One World
contract to license “SawStop”
Technologies, Inc. on behalf of the
technology, a simple technology
ﬁrm’s client, Alex Mai, who lost his developed by Dr. Stephen Gass that,
right middle ﬁnger at the knuckle
once it detects the presence of
and sustained permanent nerve
human ﬂesh, sets oﬀ a chain
damage to the index ﬁnger on his
reac on of events that stops the
right hand as a result of a defec ve spinning blade within 5 milliseconds
Ryobi table saw.
of detec on. However, Ryobi never
On March 25, 2012, then 19 year‐
moved forward with implemen ng
old Alex Mai was instructed to use a this technology in their table saws
Ryobi table saw on a jobsite in South because the company didn’t want to
Philadelphia. As he was nearly
pay royal es to Dr. Gass.
ﬁnished cu ng a piece of wood in
con nued on inside cover

Messa & Associates A orneys Named to Super Lawyers, Rising Stars,
and Top 100 Lists, Firm Features Client Stories on www.WhyMessa.com
Philadelphia personal injury a orneys at Messa &
Associates, P.C. proudly announce that ﬁve of the
ﬁrm’s a orneys have been selected to the 2017
Pennsylvania Super Lawyers list, two of those ﬁve
have also been selected as Top 100 in Philadelphia
and Top 100 in Pennsylvania, and an addi onal two
Messa & Associates a orneys were named to the
Pennsylvania Rising Stars list for 2017. Less than 5
percent of the a orneys in Pennsylvania are selected
by Super Lawyers to receive these pres gious honors.
“We at Messa & Associates strive to ensure that our
focus remains on the needs of our clients,” said Joe
Messa today. “I am pleased to work with such a
talented group of lawyers who are recognized by their
peers, year a er year, for the outstanding work they
do every day to serve the clients of our ﬁrm.”
In addi on to the announcement of the Super
Lawyers and Rising Stars selec ons, the ﬁrm has
added client tes monials to www.WhyMessa.com, a
website focusing on accounts from former clients
regarding why they chose MessaLaw and how the
ﬁrm fought for their needs. Among the clients
highlighted is Francisca Muñoz Garcia, a 56 year‐old
woman who suﬀered permanent and debilita ng
injuries a er being struck by a Ford F‐450 while
crossing the street on her way home from work. Ms.
Muñoz Garcia is featured in the ﬁrm’s Pennsylvania
Super Lawyers ad.

A orneys from Messa & Associates named to the
Pennsylvania Super Lawyers list include Joseph
Messa, Richard Heleniak, Irene McLaﬀerty, Lee
Rosenfeld, and Tom Sweeney. Addi onally, Ramon
Arreola and Angelo Theodosopoulos were named to
the Pennsylvania Rising Stars List.
Joe Messa and Tom Sweeney were also selected as
Top 100 in Philadelphia and Top 100 in Pennsylvania.

Ryobi, continued from cover
Addi onally, despite several warnings from the Consumer
Product Safety Commission regarding the high number of
table saw injuries which were occurring due to the
ineﬀec ve guard design, the company chose to ignore the
advice and instead con nued to market and sell the
dangerous saws to the public for several more years before
implemen ng a new guard design which Ryobi’s former
director of engineering had patented almost 10 years before
Mr. Mai’s incident.
Two addi onal cases are pending against Ryobi involving
table saws. Joseph Messa and Ramon Arreola are
represen ng plain ﬀs in those cases in the Eastern District
of Pennsylvania and Albany, NY.

GRACO RECALL
25,000 Graco My Ride 65 car seats recalled due to poten al
harness failure. More info: www.messalaw.com/recall.

Preventable Medical Errors Kill Patients
200,000 patients die each year in the United States as a
result of preventable medical errors
By Angela Leone

healthcare industry against the transporta on
industry, calling on healthcare oversight not unlike
n ar cle in the March edi on of the Journal
the Na onal Transporta on Safety Board which
of Pa ent Safety discussed medical error
provides consumer protec ons by inves ga ng all
related deaths in the US, ci ng the leading
aircra accidents. At 200,000 deaths per year, Dr.
causes to be highly preventable occurrences;
Kavanagh asks, “In what other industry would such a
including pressure ulcers (bedsores), hospital‐
record be tolerated, let alone defended? Would the
acquired infec ons, blood clots (embolism), surgical
airline industry and public ever tolerate even a single
errors, and misdiagnosis.
preventable airline crash? We can and must do
One of the ar cle’s contributors, Dr. Kevin T.
be er.”
Kavanagh, commented,
So how do we do be er?
“Our utmost concern is that – despite having the
knowledge to prevent adverse events – many health The Journal of Pa ent Safety ar cle notes solu ons
to help reduce the risk of fatal adverse events,
systems do not adequately invest in pa ent safety to
including investment in adequate nursing levels and
put well‐known safety improvement strategies in
implemen ng a “culture of safety.”
place.”
Medical malprac ce a orneys at Messa & Associates
Many in the healthcare industry refute the ﬁndings,
li gate cases every day on behalf of family members
cri cizing the measures with which data was
who lost loved ones to preventable medical errors in
analyzed and the fact that these outcomes are
hospitals, nursing homes, and rehabilita on centers.
included without considera on of the pa ent’s state
If you have suﬀered a loss due to medical negligence,
of well‐being at the me adverse events occur.
contact an a orney and let them ﬁght for you.
Dr. Kavanagh believes these cri cisms are

A

unfounded.
“As a whole, concerns with data are unfounded since
the data tend to underes mate, not overes mate,
the number of preventable deaths. In addi on, the
context of the pa ent is irrelevant and must be
dissociated from medical error.”
While both sides do agree that be er data are
needed, only pa ent‐safety advocates are working to
collect it. “The onus should not be on consumers but
on the healthcare industry to generate comprehen‐
sive data to demonstrate that their product is safe.” A
comparison drawn within the Journal ar cle pits the

AROUND THE OFFICE

On May 25th, the
a orneys and staﬀ hosted
a surprise bridal shower
for Jahaan Ameen, who’s
ge ng married June 10th
to her ﬁancé, James!
Congratula ons, Jahaan!

Messa & Associates extends a
warm welcome to Virginia
Duda, be er known as V
around the oﬃce. V started at
the ﬁrm last month as a
secretary and has been doing a
great job. Welcome and good
luck!

We are wishing a Happy,
Happy Birthday to the
MessaLaw staﬀ members born
in May: Dhara Patel (9th) and
Meg Knysh (1st). Wishing you
both a great year!
Happy Birthday!
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