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HOTEL SECURITY & PREMISE LIABILITY

By: Samantha M. Spinelli, Esq.

Imagine you’re on vacation and staying at a nice
hotel—a famous international chain. Also, imagine

that also staying at your hotel are rowdy college kids
who have been drinking all weekend. While out at
the pool, one of these college students unexpectedly
starts an argument with you. You do your best to de-
escalate the situation. You’re there with your kids
and you don’t want to cause a scene—or embarrass

your family.

Yet, there is nothing you can do. The hotel has no security there. This guy is looking for a fight. You
walk away and the college kid hits you in the back of the head. You are dazed. He hits you a few
more times. Then his buddies jump in. You are thrown to the ground. Your children are crying. But
you are unable to defend yourself from all of the kicking and punching. Finally, your wife calls 911.
The police arrive and the 4 assailants are all arrested.

Your injuries are so severe, that you are hospitalized for days. You are diagnosed with a concussion.
Luckily, the CT does not show any bleeding in the brain. You now have headaches, difficulty
concentrating, and a foggy mind. You get tired easily at work. You nap all weekend. You have missed
many days of work. The hospital bills are enormous.




You want to sue, but you know those kids don’t have any money. Any money they have will go to
paying expensive criminal defense lawyers. Is there anything that you can do?

Actually, there is.

Landowners—in this case, the hotel—owes business invitees (you the hotel guest) the highest
duty of care. Stated simply, the hotel must take steps to protect its guests from the criminal
misconduct of others. You would have a right to sue the hotel for providing negligent security.

In a lawsuit against the hotel, during discovery, you would be able to find out whether there
were similar incidents to this one. You will be able to determine whether the hotel knows about
rowdy college kids assaulting innocent hotel guests. More basically, did the front desk manager
have awareness that these rowdy hotel guests were terrorizing other guests? If any of these
things were true, the hotel would have exposed itself to significant liability.

The law permits a victim of violence on premises to bring claims against a landowner for the
intentional wrongs of others. Stated another way, though the hotel may not have thrown a
punch, it could be liable for all of the damages you sustained as if it had. Until recently, the hotel
would have only been responsible for its portion of the liability. A jury would understandably
allocate most of the liability to the assailants. Under the seminal case Spencer v. Johnson, ii.
Pennsylvania, you could collect all of your damages from the hotel so long as the jury finds them
1% responsible.

So if you are ever hurt by the criminal acts of another at a hotel, school, bar, or restaurant,

consider that you may have a negligent security claim against the landowner.




SharkNinja recalls nearly 2 million
pressure cookers due to burn injuries

Household appliance maker SharkNinja is recalling
roughly 1.8 million pressure cookers due to reports of
burn injuries, according to a US Consumer Product

Safety Commission notice posted Thursday. The Ninja
Foodi OP300 Series Multi-Function Pressure Cooker
risks burning users because the lid can be opened
during use, potentially “causing hot contents to
escape,” according to the release. There have been 106
reports of burn injuries, of which more than 50 have

been second- or third-degree burns to the face or
body, according to the commission. More than 26
lawsuits have been filed against SharkNinja, according
to the safety commission.

The notice said consumers with the pressure cooker should “immediately stop using the
product’s pressure-cooking function.” The recall includes cookers labeled with model
numbers OP300, OP301, OP301A, OP302, OP302BRN, OP302HCN, OP302HAQ, OP302HW,
OP302HB, OP305, OP305C0O and OP350CO.

The attorneys at Messa & Associates have handles cases for many electric appliances resulting
in burn injuries including pressure cookers, crock pots, potpourri pots, space heaters, coffee
pots, etc. While strict liability attaches to defective products, the assistance of a
knowledgeable product liability attorney is necessary when you are seeking to recover from
your injuries. Product liability cases can be very complex and often involve complicated
engineering and scientific concepts. The evidence that must be presented at trial requires a
skilled litigator on your side who must prove that the product was defective, that the defect
caused your injuries, and that you used the product in a reasonable manner. A products
liability case requires a thorough investigation, expert testimony, and resources that not all
personal injury law firms can provide. The product liability attorneys at Messa & Associates are
well-prepared to fully pursue your case and maximize your recovery.



Settlements and Verdicts

e S$1 Million recovery for the family of an elderly woman who died as a result of

anesthetic complications during routine cataract surgery.
 $1.4Million Recovery foraman who was permanently injured due to a defective

electric wheelchair.
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