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In 2015, the citizens of Pennsylvania
elected three Supreme Court Justices,
Justice Christine Donohue, Justice Kevin
Dougherty and Justice David Wecht. Every
ten years, Justices must run for
“retention.” A retention election is not
partisan and does not involve an opposing
candidate. Voters are simply asked to vote
“YES” or “NO” to giving the Justice
another term on the Supreme Court.

For the past ten years, all three Justices have served the citizens of Pennsylvania with honor,
integrity, and a devotion to all Constitutional freedoms, rights, and liberties. They have each
demonstrated an independent, impartial and non-political mindset. They each come from working
class families and have consistently defended workers’ rights, voting rights, and injured parties’
rights. The Pennsylvania Bar Association, a non-partisan legal organization, has recommended all
three Justices for retention. November 4, 2025 is Election Day and these three Supreme Court
Justices will be on the ballot. We respect the fact that your vote is your choice. We are asking you
to consider voting “YES” for the retention of Justice Donohue, Justice Dougherty, and Justice
Wecht as Justices on the Pennsylvania Supreme Court.   

Other state Supreme Courts around the United States have upheld laws restricting or eliminating
the rights of injured individuals. The three Justices running for retention have demonstrated a
fundamental belief that people who are injured due to individual or corporate negligence should
have the right to a fair trial, as both the Pennsylvania and U.S. Constitutions provide. It is because
the stakes are high for injured victims who need access to the legal system that we are asking you
to consider voting “YES” for the retention of Justices Donohue, Dougherty, and Wecht. 



Understanding Liens in Personal Injury Cases
When a personal injury case settles, some of the money recovered might have to
go toward paying back others who paid for medical care. These are called liens,
and they’re common in most injury cases. Health insurance companies, Medicare
or Medicaid, hospitals, and even doctors who agreed to wait for payment may all
have a lien.

Why Liens Matter
If liens aren’t handled correctly, they can delay settlement or leave someone
responsible for surprise bills. That’s why it’s so important to find them early and
make sure they’re accurate.

How We Identify Them
From the beginning, our team gathers information about insurance and medical
care. We contact the health insurer, Medicare, Medicaid, and any hospitals or
providers who might have a lien. Then, we verify that the lien is valid and only
covers treatment related to the accident. We make sure every lien is properly
documented so there are no unwelcome surprises later.

HAPPY HALLO-LIEN!
By: Zachary A. Zawrotny, Esq.



Negotiating and Reducing Liens
Once we’ve confirmed the liens, we negotiate. We carefully review each charge, challenge
inflated or unrelated bills, and use the law to lower what someone owes whenever
possible. Proper lien negotiation is essential in maximizing the amount of money
delivered to our clients.

We Handle It for You
Liens can be complicated, but nobody has to deal with them alone. At Messa & Associates,
we identify, verify, and negotiate liens every day. We make sure everything is handled
correctly so our clients can focus on healing and moving forward.

About the Author: 
Before joining Messa & Associates, Zac Zawrotny served as a Judge Advocate in the
United States Marine Corps. Marine Judge Advocates serve both as unrestricted
military officers and federal attorneys. Achieving the rank of Captain, he maintained
an impeccable trial record and a reputation for results. Mr. Zawrotny also has
significant experience representing both plaintiffs and defendants in consumer law
and personal injury cases. He is licensed in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and West
Virginia.
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$4.5 Million Settlement for minor who was sexually abused as a student by a staff
member at her public school. 
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